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GS1 Primer

Given the ubiquity of the GS1 system of standards in current and forthcoming pharma
serialisation and traceability requirements, it is essential that companies get a solid grip of
their coding policies and practices, based on a sound understanding of these standards.

This document provides a collection of links to GS1 documents and standards that will provide
useful information for all serialisation practitioners.

These are documents are for public access and available without restriction.

GS1 General Specifications, 2014 edition

The “GS1 Bible” (almost 500 pages...): The definitive reference document for anyone needing
to get into the details of all technical aspects of the GS1 System.

http://www.gs1.org/genspecs

GS1 Healthcare Reference Book 2013-2014

Published annually, the GS1 Healthcare Reference Books bring together case studies from a
range of different areas within the wider healthcare sector.

http://www.gs1hk.org/files/Publications/sector_brochures/GS1_Healthcare_Reference_Book 2013-2014.pdf

Serialization-and Product Verification — Helping to Secure the Legal Supply Chain for
Greater Patient Safety

A Joint Position Paper by EFPIA, IFPMA, PhARMA (published November 2013):

“EFPIA, IFPMA and PhRMA believe that serialization initiatives should conform to the
internationally recognized standards, for example a GS1 2D barcode. Using GS1
standards allows manufacturers to deploy a single set of standards across their
operations and with supply chain partners, to identify and serialize products. If multiple
standards are used, the complexity of operations is amplified”

http://www.gs1.org/sites/default/files/docs/healthcare/Joint Industry Position Paper on Serialization and
Product Verification_Final_November 2013.pdf
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GS1 DataMatrix A tool to improve patient safety through visibility in the supply chain

A brief - 4-page - introduction to the 2D DM in Healthcare
http://www.gs1.org/sites/default/files/docs/healthcare/MC07_GS1_Datamatrix.pdf

European Pack Coding Guideline

Not a GS1 document but nevertheless very useful (and not just because [ was one of the
authors...) that sets out the coding guidelines drawn up by the ESM team particularly (but not
exclusively) in relation to the EU-FMD

http://www.efpia.eu/uploads/images/EFPIA European Pack Coding Guideline V3_6 (Final).pdf

GS1 healthcare Discussion paper on facilitating the implementation of the EU Falsified
Medicines Directive with GS1 Standards
Paper published 2014 that discusses the use of the GS1 standard in support of the harmonised

implementation of the EU Falsified Medicines Directive and the implication of national
numbers (NTINs).

http://www.gs1.org/sites/default/files/docs/healthcare/GS1 Global FMD Readiness Paper_.pdf

Haemophilia Treatment Traceability

GS1 case study: Using an electronic patient record, unique product identification, barcode
scanning and an innovative mobile phone app for patients, St James's Hospital Dublin has
delivered a world class, integrated and comprehensive solution for tracking and managing the
treatment of Haemophilia patients.

http://www.gslie.org/Healthcare/Resources/Case-Studies/Haemophilia-Treatment-Traceability.html

McKinsey Report - Strength in Unity

Report commissioned by GS1 and published by McKinsey & Company in October 2012 that
highlights the cost savings and patient safety benefits of adopting a single global supply chain
standard in Healthcare.

http://www.gslie.org/Healthcare/Resources/Publications/McKinsey-Report-Strength-in-Unity.html

Healthcare Demo Scanner

This is a handy little demo app that reveals the power of the GTIN in providing instant access
to a rich information set - highly recommended if you are trying to capture the attention of
your company’s internal stakeholders at all levels of your organisation.

http://gsllogger.gslhu.org/healthcare-demo-scanner.html
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